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Any member can contribute and everyone is encodrége
do so. Send material to the publisher (Roger Boese
rlboese@gmail.cojnby the 1%' of the month for inclusion

in the next monthly issue.

Personal reflections on what Tai Chi has done fau gr
other individuals, stories of trips to other TTCS
locations/workshops, news from visitors and photifs
interest are of high value to our members.

Signup for email delivery of the monthly newsletter our
website  at http://clearwater.florida.usa.taoist.org/ (a
subscription box appears at the bottom of evergpag)
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CIT week (held in Orangeville during the first week of
June) really felt more like a month and gave us loads
of ideas for years of 'work/play' ahead! We had all the
normal rigors of training week — whatever than means
— working out, cleaning, meetings, morning chanting,
eating, oh, and even some sleeping were a part of our

experience. Several added dimensions were
ceremonial chanting for Mr. Moy's 10 year passing,
/ and the families and victims of the recent earthquake

in China and the storms and deaths in Burma. This
event was held throughout the week with opening and
closing Ceremonies each day, early morning and
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evening in the new main temple. All those interested
were encouraged to participate. Some of us donned
formal robes, chanting in the main hall on kneelers or
chairs while others wore regular tai chi work out garb
and kneeled or sat in the rear or just outside the
temple chanting and or listening — taking in the energy.
| participated in these daily ceremonies and was again
reminded of the power of these particular Taoist Arts.

While my knees were feeling the initial work, my lower
back, hips, chest and shoulders took a turn at opening
more fully. Not to forget my sinuses as well (requiring
bunches of Kleenex ). 6

During CIT week | was invited to talk with the Fung Loy
Kok Temple Board of Directors. Sean Dennison, a
Board member was there as was Karen Laughlin, our
International President. At this meeting another branch
(Canadian) was on the agenda requesting a Shrine for
their space. It was an interesting experience for me to
recall our particular history, with Sean's input and good
memory | feel that the board heard our story, which
had been initiated in a conversation with Mr. Moy,
Sean and me sometime in the early 1990's. The
pictures were given to us by Mr. Moy and held until we
found a space. Many events are part of this history
including Mr. Moy's passing, the QCC project and the
opening of the new Temple.

As we talked about what has developed in
Clearwater's Branch a sense of our dedication to these
arts was communicated. That we have a structure
built, have set up the pictures, dishes, fruit,
flowers/vases and chant weekly and in addition do
Sutra chanting monthly shows that our training is in
progress. The Board supports our further development
by encouraging continued training and by setting up a
shrine 'Enlivening Ceremony' sometime in the near
future. Sean suggested that could take place during
the workshop weekend usually held near the end of
January! We, Clearwater, may or may not actually host
said workshop and need to meet soon for a discussion
of these items.

We do know that time flies on fairly fast wings and
before we know it January will be here.

Sean, George Patidis, Deb Whitcomb and | picked
some items out of the available shrine items from the
old temple near the farm house — brass items and lots
of incense (we will make an appropriate donation for
these) and George and Deb willingly filled their trunk
and carried them back to Florida. These items were
delivered to the center by George on June 22" and will
be added to the shrine at the appropriate time.

Looking toward the future, our attention needs to be on
further development of our training — building a better
understanding of these teachings and their benefits.
Whether one practices these particular arts is an
individual choice — being able to at least know and
share information or direct members to other sources
is up to all of us.

There are many resources available for us:

Tallahassee! Going to and having 'them' visit us.
Attending upcoming workshops/events that have a
focus on chanting.

Learning ceremonies such as the All Soul's
Festivals held in Toronto at the D'Arcy and Calgary
Branches. Also, Fung Loy Kok week in Orangeville
each September comes to mind.

All programs in Orangeville make chanting available
since they do it every morning prior to the scheduled
programs. So anyone going there can join them and
learn more. We as a Branch need to support interested
members that are willing and able to begin and
continue this training. We can support them financially,
attend local chanting efforts in other branches, learn
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more about our Shrine items, becoming able to open
and close the shrine daily and encouraging others
interested to become more active. It will benefit all of
us as we help others. This project is an important step
in our Branch history- let's all be a part of the process.
6

Demonstrations are a way we have of getting out into
the community and letting the public know about Taoist
Tai Chi™. In the past we have done demos at
retirement communities and for clubs like those for
singles and quilters. This spring we had a demo at
PODS where we were part of an employee wellness
fair. There were about 15 other physician and financial
organizations there. This summer we did a demo at
Bausch & Lomb — our second invitation there (and they
added environmental awareness to their offerings.)

There is to be another demo at the Clearwater
Countryside Library at 10:00 am on July 17". Please
signup to participate if you are available.

Getting noticed is important in the growth of our
organization. If the human resources department
where you work would be open to a demo or if you
belong to an organization that needs a program, let
Peg Post know with a note in her box at the Clearwater
Center. Or you can call her at 442-1673.

To make Taoist Tai Chi™ available to all, one of our
organizations objectives, we have to let people know
who we are, where we are, and what we offer. 6

#

Art of Tai Chi — VHS tapes
Art of Tai Chi books
DVDs
Awareness Day t-shirts — a few left
Logo patches are available (from the Alabama branch)
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